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start his journey the same afternoon* Since the Wests5
departure, on several occasions Olga, at the Maharaja's
request, had not appeared in the dining-room when
guests had been present on official business. By this
manoeuvre, the Maharaja had insured that Olga should
not be seen by British Government officials who, on their
periodic visits to Ghanapur, took many meals with His
Highness, though generally they stayed in the guest
houses- Consequently, when Durrast told Olga that the
Maharaja would be obliged if she would lunch in her own
room, because during the meal in the cining-rcosi, the
District Transportation Superintendent from the nearest
junction to Koribagh would be discussing railway
arrangements, Olga agreed without protest.
" \\Tiat time is H.H. leaving ? "
" The saloon's to be attached to the mail that halts at
Kotibagh at midnight. H.H. has decided to dine in the
saloon before the train starts, and the cooks and pro-
visions went down in motor lorries early this morning/*
" How many people is he taking with him ? '*
** Only a small staff including the home member and a
couple of A.D.Cs. As a matter of fact, he's going on
this wedding visit to try and borrow money from the
bridegroom, who's a relation and is reported to be
marrying a princess with a large dowry/*
" Oh, then even H.H. has money troubles, I thought
he was fabulously wealthy." It was the first time that
Olga had an inkling of the Raja's real financial position.
" The trouble is Sut he's never taken into account the
price of anything that he has fancied since he came to the
throne. Fve been told that when he lived in Europe as
Maharaj Kumar he was different, Anyway, the fact
remains that he's now head over ears in debt,** Durrant
replied. " Fm telling you these things, darling, because,
as you're in State service, it's as well you should know
how things really stand. Then, if necessary, you'd be
able to screen H,H. from his critics. He's a most lovable